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orations, will be described in the course of
y narrative. In three more days we were all
ady. The crow's-nest had been got up to the
aintop-gallant-masthead; and in the after-
ion we were ready, and eager to attack the
st whale which should appear. In the even-
g the harpooners were invited down into the
bin to receive their instructions for the season;
id afterwards the steward served out a glass

grog to all hands, to drink, "a good voyage
id a full ship."

I had fully expected to see whales in such
imbers, that we should have nothing to do but

chase and capture them; but in this I was
sappointed, for not a whale did we meet;
deed, with the heavy sea then running, had
5 got hold of one, we could not have secured

It was, I ought to say, towards the end of
Dril, and we were in hourly expectation of being
aong the ice through which, at that time of the
ar, it was expected a passage would easily
: found to the northward.
It was night, and blowing very hard from the
uthwest. It was my watch on deck, and
i. Todd, the first mate, was officer of the
itch. We were standing on a bowline under
ir topsails, a sharp look-out being kept ahead
r danger. O'Connor and I were together,
aning agaitxst the bulwarks and talking.
Well, Terence," I said, "I would rather find
yself homeward bound after all that has oc-
irred, than to be running into a sea in which
e shall all the time be obliged to be cruising
nong ice."

"Oh, I don't consider much of that/' he
aswered; "it's only a summer cruise, you
now; and when we get back, we shall have
nr pockets stuffed with gold, and be able to
ilk of all the wonders we have seen."

"I hope we may get back. I have no fancy
> spend a winter on the ice," I said.

"There are pleasanter places to live in, no
oubt, Peter; but people have lived not only
He year, but several years running, in those
*gions, and have not been the worse for it,"
jplied Terence.

Just then we were startled by the loud cry of
breakers ahead." Mr. Todd in a moment
aw what was to be done. "Wear ship," he
xdaimed. "Up with the helm. Gafftopsail-

sheets let fly. Drop the peak. Square away the
after yards."

While these and other orders were given and
executed, in order to take the pressure of the
wind off the after part of the ship, and to make
her head turn from it, I glanced in the direction
towards which we were running. A pale light
seemed to be playing over it; and I could dis-
tinguish amid the foaming breakers huge
masses of ice, dashing about and heaving one
upon another, any one of which I thought
would be sufficient to stave in the sides of the
ship, if not to overwhelm her completely.

At the same time a loud, crashing, grinding
noise was heard, sufficient to strike terror into

SHIP ALMOST STOPPED BY WHALES
the stoutest hearts. But it must be remem-
bered, that we were all so busily engaged in fly-
ing here and there in the performance of our
duty, that we had no time for fear. This is a
great secret to enable men to go through dangers
unappalled. Had we been compelled to stand
inactive, our feelings might have been very
different.